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Dear Theater Families and Friends,

Welcome to our JPAS Production of The Lion King JR. We are thrilled to present this award-winning 
Broadway production, JPAS style! 

In a time when there is so much uncertainty, just as in The Lion King JR., I encourage all of us to choose 
faith over fear, and move onward with bravery and courage. There are endless quotes from The Lion 
King that apply to this outlook but it is Mufasa’s quote, “Believe in yourself and there will come a day 
when others will have no choice but to believe in you,” that aligns greatly with our JPAS philosophy and 
mindfulness curriculum. The arts is our vehicle that enables us to touch the hearts of our actors’ lives and 
help shape their mind and craft.  

Leading our JPAS program is an honor and the opportunity it presents to make a positive difference on 
the lives of our actors isn’t lost on me. It drives my team and me. It is at the core of everything we do.  
As we help cultivate the next generation of thespians, our mission is to equally develop our students’ 
emotional well-being. Teaching, inspiring and encouraging your children isn’t just a career for the JPAS 
team, it is our passion. 

At JPAS, we offer a very heartfelt and hands-on approach to the arts. While teaching premium performing 
arts skills, we build our students' character and ignite their creative flame. The year ahead is an exciting 
one as we continue to grow JPAS with a steadfast determination of bringing a stellar performing arts 
program to our community. Acting, singing, dancing, you name it…we’ve got it. JPAS offers programing 
all year round. From fall educational classes and original productions, to winter/spring musicals followed 
by our summer camps (StarQuest and StarPower), JPAS is constantly working hard behind the scenes to 
deliver an exceptional personal experience designed to enrich our students' lives, both on and off the 
stage. You can always count on JPAS to be a place for your children to shine. 

We appreciate all the community has done and continues to do to support the arts and JPAS.
Thank you for another successful year!

All good wishes,

Alise Robinson 
J Performing Arts Director

With Music and Lyrics by Elton John and Tim Rice 

Additional Music & Lyrics by Lebo M, Mark Mancina, Jay Rifkin, and Hans Zimmer

Book by Roger Allers and Irene Mechi

Based on the Broadway Production Directed by Julie Taymor

Music Adapted & Arranged and Additional Music & Lyrics and
“Luau Hawaiian Treat” written by Will Van Dyke

“It’s a Small World” written by Richard M. Sherman and Robert B. Sherman

HAKUNA CAST PRODUCTION STAFF

Producer ...................................................................... Alise Robinson

Director ...........................................................................Larry Borero

Music Director ...................................................Joseph Lee Burnam

Choreographer ............................................................. Rachel Smith

Set Dresser ...................................................... Wendy Searcy-Wood

Costume Designer .................................................. Sakura Brunette

Sound and Lightning Designer ............................... Bryan Douglas

Stage Manager ..........................................................Tianta Harrison

Assistant Stage Manager ............................................ Dalton Glenn

Production Assistant Intern ....................................Niquel Barnett

ADDITIONAL JCC STAFF
Chairman of the Board ................................................ Monte Hurst 

Chief Executive Officer ...................................................Artie Allen

Associate Director/Chief Financial Officer ....... Carol A. Agronin 

Director of Marketing & Communications ............. Daison Lyken

Graphic Designers ................... ........Brian Solka, Jennifer Truong

Disney’s The Lion King JR.
Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).

All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.
www.mtishows.com

MATATA CAST PRODUCTION STAFF

Producer ...................................................................... Alise Robinson

Director ........................................................................ Linda Leonard

Assistant Director ............................................Elizabeth Loyle Carr

Music Director ......................................................... Ian Mead Moore

Choreographer ..............................................................Skylar Duvall 

Set Dresser  ..................................................... Wendy Searcy-Wood 

Costume Designer .................................................. Sakura Brunette

Sound and Lighting Designer .................................. Bryan Douglas

Stage Manager .................................................... Osinachi Osuagwu

Assistant Stage Manager ............................................. Ruby Pullum

Rehearsal Accompanist .................................................. Jared West

Production Assistant Intern  ...................................Niquel Barnett

THANKS TO ALL OF THE PARENTS AND OUR J & JPAS CREATIVE TEAM FOR  
MAKING THIS PRODUCTION POSSIBLE!

Letter from JPAS Director



Rafiki ...................................................................................................................................................... Elizabeth Jiede

Mufasa ....................................................................................................................................................... Jack Bowman

Sarabi ............................................................................................................................................................Gigi Melucci

Zazu ......................................................................................................................................................... Jane Treadway

Scar ......................................................................................................................................................... Sarah Schussler

Young Simba ..............................................................................................................................................Joey Gallivan

Young Nala ........................................................................................................................................... Macauley Carter

Shenzi ...................................................................................................................................................... Cailee Horinek

Banzai ........................................................................................................................................................... Esra Melech

Ed ...........................................................................................................................................................Ethan Margolies

Timon .................................................................................................................................. Michelle Leybovitch-Gliken

Pumbaa ...........................................................................................................................................................Laci Rosen

Simba ........................................................................................................................................................Jace Petrutsas

Nala ............................................................................................................................................................. Amanda Park

Lionesses ....................................................... Emily Sices, Hailey Velevis, Joie Tucker, Mia Jacobson, Tabitha Ellis

Animals of the Pridelands .............Amanda Park, Anna Odom, Cailee Horinek, Charlotte Ribald, Dinny Nichols, 
Emerson Dewar, Esra Melech, Ethan Margolies, Georgia Riccio, Harry Holtz, Jace Petrutsas, Jonah Kaufman,  

June Gallivan, Laci Rosen, Lulu Tan, Mia Jacobson, Micah Kaufman, Michelle Leybovitch-Glikin,  
Sammy Gallivan, Sari Margolies, Sloane Odom, Tatiana Gonzalez, Tori Zimmerman, Vana Kozanian 

HAKUNA CAST OF CHARACTERS MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT 1 

Circle of Life with Nants’ Ingonyama ............................................................................................ Rafiki, Ensemble

Grasslands Chant ........................................................................................................................................ Ensemble

The Lioness Hunt.............................................................................................................Lionesses, Gazelles, Rafiki

I Just Can’t Wait to Be King ............................................................... Young Simba, Young Nala, Zazu, Ensemble

Be Prepared ........................................................................................................... Scar, Shenzi, Banzai, Ed, Hyenas

They Live in You ................................................................................................... Mufasa, Young Simba, Ensemble

The Stampede.............................................................................................................................................. Ensemble

The Mourning ................................................................................. Sarabi, Young Nala, Rafiki, Lionesses, Hyenas

Intermission 

ACT 2 

Hakuna Matata ...........................................................................Timon, Pumbaa, Young Simba, Simba, Ensemble

Shadowland ........................................................................................................................... Nala, Lionesses, Rafiki

Can You Feel the Love Tonight  .............................................................. Timon, Pumbaa, Simba, Nala, Ensemble

He Lives in You ..................................................................................................... Rafiki, Simba, Mufasa, Ensemble

Luau Hawaiian Treat ...........................................................................................................Timon, Pumbaa, Hyenas

Finale .............................................................................................................................................................Company



Jack Bowman (Mufasa) is 15 and in 9th grade at Billy Ryan High 

School. Jack has been performing in the DFW area for 5 years. This 

show marks his first production with the JPAS.  He has performed as 

King Julian in Madagascar JR., James in James and the Giant Peach, 

Skipper in Madagascar JR., Henry in Charlotte’s Web, Jeremy in Chitty, 

Chitty, Bang, Bang! and his favorite roll was Gavrosh in Les Misérables. 

He is also performing in his High School UIL play and performs in the 

Varsity Choir. Jack is excited to be a part of this show and would like 

to thank Ms. Robinson, Mr. Larry and Miss Tianta. They have been 

marvelous, and he appreciates the opportunity to be a part of this 

production.

Macauley Carter (Young Nala/Young Lioness) is 10 and in 4th grade 

at Bradfield Elementary School. She is honored and thrilled to be 

back for her third production with JPAS. Her favorite roles in past 

productions include Portia in Cinderella G2K, Gladys Herdman in The 

Best Christmas Pageant Ever and a flying monkey in Wizard of Oz, 

Young Performers’ Edition. Macauley wants to thank her family and 

friends for their support and for coming to cheer on the pride in The 

Lion King JR.

Emerson Dewar (Cheetah/Grass/Wildebeest/Hyena) is 9 and in 

3rd grade at St. Johns Episcopal School. She is excited for her first 

performance with JPAS. Emerson’s favorite food is macaroni & 

cheese, and she enjoys her golden retriever puppy, asking questions, 

and rollerblading. She lives in Dallas with her parents and brothers 

(ages 4 & 7). She would like to thank everyone who has made The Lion 

King JR. possible.

Tabitha Ellis (Lioness/Grass/Bird Dancer/Wildebeest) is 13 and in 

7th grade at St. Monica Catholic School. This is her second JPAS 

production, but she has performed in numerous other productions 

around Dallas, including Beauty and the Beast JR. (DCT), Madagascar 

JR. (Firehouse), 101 Dalmations JR. (Firehouse), Jingle Bell Jukebox 

(Firehouse), Beauty and the Beast JR. (NTPA), Elf JR. (NTPA), and 

Carmen (Dallas Opera). Tabitha loves all things musical theater; she is 

thrilled to be performing in The Lion King JR.!

Joey Gallivan (Young Simba/Young Lion) is 10 and in 4th grade at 

William B Travis Academy. This is his first musical theater production. 

Joey loves tennis, art, and The Simpsons. He would like to be a movie 

star when he grows up, and he is grateful for this opportunity. Joey 

would like to thank his teachers and friends for coming to see him, as 

well as his cast mates and the crew for an amazing experience! 

June Gallivan (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 7 and in 1st grade at Lakewood 

Elementary. This is her first time participating in a theatrical 

production. June loves playing soccer on the Purple Stallions and 

participating in gymnastics at ASI. She wants to be a doctor when 

she grows up and is thankful for all the love and support that she has 

received from the JPAS team.

Sammy Gallivan (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 8 and in 3rd grade at 

Solar Preparatory School for Boys. This is his first musical theater 

production. Sam loves participating on the robotics team, the solar 

bots, and playing tennis at the J. Sammy wants to be an architect 

when he grows up and is thankful for all of the love and support he 

has received from Alise and the JPAS team. 

Tatiana Gonzalez (Cheetah/Grass/Hyena/Wildebeest/Jungle Dancer) 

is 12 years old and in 7th grade at William B Travis TAG Middle School. 

Her many interests include musical theater, tap dancing and baking. 

She also plays piano, drums, and saxophone. This is Tatiana’s fourth 

show with JPAS. She is very excited to join old friends and new in The 

Lion King JR. In addition to Mr. Larry, Tati would like to thank Mr. Doug 

Miller and Ms. Lynn Ambrose, who continue to encourage her to shine 

every chance she gets to be on stage

Harry Holtz (Elephant/Wildebeest/Grass) is 12 and in 6th grade at 

Greenhill School. His past productions include An Evening with Shel 

Silverstein and When I Grow Up. Last year, he was chosen to sing in 

the 2019 Texas Private School Music Association Honor Choir. Harry 

is also on the JCC’s Devil Rays swim team. He loves singing, acting and 

film production. He is excited to be part of the Hakuna cast and hopes 

everyone enjoys this production!

Cailee Ann Horinek (Shenzi/Bird) is 12 and in 6th grade at J.L. Long 

Middle School. She had the time of her life performing in the JPAS 

StarQuest production of Alice in Wonderland JR. as the Dodo Bird. 

Cailee also enjoys playing the piano, playing volleyball on the Dallas 

Starlings club team, competing on the science team at her school, and 

spending quality time with friends – including those she has met here 

at the J. She loved watching the JPAS performance of The Wizard of 

Oz, Young Performers’ Edition last year and the trip this year to Fair 

Park with JPAS friends to see Cats. Cailee would like to send a very 

special thank you to the directors, producers, costume designers and 

the volunteers who have made this production of The Lion King JR. 

such a fabulous experience! ROAR!

Mia Jacobson (Lioness/Grass) is 11 and in 4th grade at Alcuin 

School. She has been part of the Musical Revues at the JCC and 

has participated in multiple classes at Dallas Children’s Theater 

including Acting for the Stage and Improv, both taught by Ms. Katy. 

She performed the role of Pompey in the production of Julius Caesar 

at Woods Charter School in Chapel hill, NC. Her favorite musical is 

Hamilton.

Elizabeth Jiede (Rafiki) is 14 years old and in 8th grade at St. Rita 

Catholic School. She is excited to have her first performance at the 

JCC!  She has recently appeared on the Firehouse stage in productions 

of Frozen JR., Madagascar JR., The Little Mermaid JR., A Christmas 

Carol: The Musical, Seussical, and Honk JR. Elizabeth previously played 

the role of Susan Walker in Miracle on 34th Street and performed in 

A Ghost Tale for Mr. Dickens, Into the Woods JR., Alice in Wonderland 

JR., and Pinkalicious, The Musical, all at the Dallas Children’s Theater. 

She has also been a soloist and featured performer in the DCT Musical 

Theater Conservatory’s Next Stop Broadway shows. Special thanks to 

Larry, Tianta, Joseph, and the wonderful cast and crew for this “wild” 

adventure!

Evan Kaufman (Monkey/Grass/Hyena/Wildebeest) is 9 and in 3rd 

grade at St. Mark’s School of Texas. This is his first JPAS Production. 

Evan loves playing soccer, basketball and baseball with his St. Mark’s 

classmates. His favorite musical is Hamilton. Evan would like to thank 

the entire Hakuna cast and production team for making this show a 

success. He would also like to thank his friends and family for coming 

to see him!

Jonah Kaufman (Monkey/Grass/Hyena/Wildebeest) is 8 and in 2nd 

grade at St. Mark’s School of Texas. He participated in last year’s JPAS 

production of The Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition. Jonah also 

enjoys gymnastics. His favorite musical is Cats. Jonah would like to 

thank the entire Hakuna cast and production team for making this 

show a success. He would also like to thank his friends and family for 

coming to see him!

Micah Kaufman (Monkey/Grass/Hyena/Wildebeest) is 7 and in 2nd 

grade at Brentfield Elementary.  This is his first JPAS production, 

and he is incredibly excited about it!  Micah loves playing baseball on 

the Brentfield White Sox, basketball on the Brentfield Mavericks and 

swimming at Jim Montgomery.  

Vana Kozanian (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 7 and in 2nd grade at 

University Park Elementary. The Lion King JR. is Vana’s first JPAS 

production. Vana also loves to dance ballet and hip hop with The 

Dallas Conservatory and to practice gymnastics with Ridgewood 

Gymnastics. Vana is so grateful for the support of the JPAS team 

and her castmates who have made her first experience in a musical 

production so fun and memorable!

Michelle Leybovich-Glikin (Timon/Gazelle/Hyena) is 13 and in 8th 

grade at Highland Park Middle School.  Her previous shows include 

The Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition (twice), Fiddler on the 

Roof JR., Shrek JR., The Sound of Music, and The Fisherman’s Wife.  

Michelle enjoys singing in choir, color guard, rock climbing, ju-jitsu and 

hanging out with friends.  She would like to thank her brothers, Adam 

and Sam, and her mom, dad, and grandmother for always being there 

for her.  She would also like to thank the directors, cast and crew for 

an amazing show!

Ethan Margolies (Ed/Giraffe) is 11 and in 5th grade at Levine 

Academy. He has participated in other JPAS Productions including 

The Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition (Professor Marvel), 

Fiddler On The Roof JR. (Mordecha), Seussical JR. (Vlad Vladikoff) 

and Musical Performance Disney Style (Simba from Lion King). He has 

also participated in The Jungle Book and Aristocats at Camp Chai. His 

favorite musical is Into the Woods. Ethan is in Show Choir at Levine 

Academy and enjoys tennis, art, and playing the piano. Ethan is very 

excited to be in another JPAS play!   

Sari Margolies (Zebra/ Wildebeest) is 8 and in the 3rd grade at Levine 

Academy. Sari’s favorite musical is The Lion King. This is Sari’s first 

JPAS production and is very excited to be a part of it!

Esra Shai Melech (Banzai/Bird) is 12 and in 6th grade at McCulloch 

Intermediate School. Since moving to Dallas two years ago, she has 

happily participated in past JPAS productions of Madagascar JR. and 

Alice in Wonderland JR. at Camp StarQuest and The Wizard of Oz, 

Young Performers’ Edition. In her down time she is most often found 

singing, dancing, or socializing with her friends and loves to travel 

with her family. Esra would like to thank everyone who helps and 

supports her in doing what she loves as she continues growing her 

skills.

Gigi Melucci (Sarabi) is 12 and in 7th grade at Greenhill School.  Her 

past productions include the JPAS production The Wizard of Oz, 

Young Performers’ Edition (Glinda the Good Witch), Fiddler on the Roof 

JR., Shrek JR., and JPAS Stars. In May 2018 Gigi read in the play My God 

is so BIG sponsored by Echo Reads. Gigi adores the JPAS community 

and their productions, as well as studying and performing with the 

Children’s Chorus of Greater Dallas. In her spare time, she can be 

found practicing popular tunes on her ukulele. She is super excited to 

play Sarabi in one of her favorite Broadway shows. She is appreciative 

of the wonderful opportunity the JPAS organization provides young 

artists. Gigi would like to thank everyone for their encouragement 

and hard work in helping to bring The Lion King JR. to the JCC stage.

Dinsmore Nichols (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 9 and in 2nd grade at 

The Hockaday School. This is Dinsmore’s first major production 

appearance, and she is excited for the big show!  She also enjoys rock-

climbing at Summit Gym, playing soccer, and gymnastics.  

Anna Odom (Gazelle/Wildebeest/Bird Dancer) is 10 and in 4th grade 

at Bradfield Elementary School. This is her first musical performance. 

Anna also loves being on the JCC Gems gymnastics team. One of 

Anna’s favorite musicals is The Greatest Showman. Anna’s excited to 

have her first stage performance and would like to thank her friends 

and family who have supported her!

Sloane Odom (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 8 and in 2nd grade at Bradfield 

Elementary School. Last year, she participated in the JPAS production 

of The Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition. Sloane also loves 

taking JPAS performing arts classes such as Musical Revue and has 

taken JCC gymnastics classes for several years. Sloane enjoyed seeing 

the musical Cats this past fall with JPAS. Sloane would like to thank 

her friends and family who have supported her in this production!

Amanda Park (Nala/Grass/Hyena/Elephant) is 13 and in 7th grade 

at Greenhill School. Amanda’s love and passion for musical theater 

began here at JPAS when she was in the 3rd grade. Since then, she has 

been in every spring production and continues to blossom under the 

guidance of the incredible JPAS family. Amanda also enjoys playing 

field hockey and golf and competing in debate.  Amanda would like to 

thank the amazing cast and crew of The Lion King JR. for making this 

another unforgettable experience.

Hakuna CAST BIOGRAPHIES



Jace Petrutsas (Adult Simba/Grass/Hyena/Elephant) is 13 and in 7th 

grade at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School. This is his JPAS debut 

and is excited to be a part of this wonderful family. Jace loves theater 

and playing sports. A few of his previous productions include Gypsy, 

The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail and The Little Mermaid JR. His favorite 

role was playing Skipper in Madagascar JR. Jace would like to thank 

all his family and friends for their support. He would also like to thank 

Mr. Larry for believing in him.

Charlotte Ribald (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 7 and in 1st grade at Akiba 

Academy of Dallas. She has participated in JPAS JR. in the past. 

Charlotte enjoys gymnastics, art and soccer in her free time. Her 

favorite musical is The Lion King JR. Charlotte is excited to perform in 

her first JPAS production! 

Georgia Riccio (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 8 and in 2nd grade at the 

Hockaday School. She participated in last year’s JPAS production of 

The Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition as well as several plays 

at school. Georgia plays the guitar and is a member of the Broadway 

dance class at Park Cities Dance. She loves JCC gymnastics, camp and 

playing soccer on her school team. Her favorite musical is Hamilton. 

Georgia wants to thank her family and friends for their love and 

support of her dreams! 

Laci Rosen (Pumbaa/Gazelle/Hyena) is 14 and is in 8th grade at 

Highland Park Middle School. She has appeared in many musical 

performances including last year’s JPAS production of The Wizard of 

Oz, Young Performers’ Edition, Beauty and the Beast, James and the 

Giant Peach, Alice in Wonderland JR., The Little Mermaid JR., Legend 

of Sleepy Hollow, Hansel and Gretel and the Creepy Wood, A Year 

with Frog and Toad and Seussical JR. She is a member of the Preston 

Center Dance group which won an Excellence in Dance Award for 

their performance of Junie B. Jones, the Musical and an Excellence in 

Acting Award for their performance of Flat Stanley, the Musical at the 

respective 2019 and 2020 Junior Theater Festivals in Atlanta. Shout 

outs to her parents for all their support in allowing her to pursue 

her dream and to her brother, Brian, who has been directing her 

since they were wee cubs. Laci is thrilled to be part of The Lion King 

JR. family and thanks everyone involved for making this show such a 

success! 

Sarah Schussler (Scar) is 13, and in 7th grade at Akiba/Yavneh 

Academy. Sarah has participated in past JPAS Productions including 

The Little Mermaid JR. (a newt), Guys and Dolls JR. (Harry the Horse), 

Seussical JR. (Who, Fish, Hunter), Shrek JR. (Ugly Duckling) and The 

Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition (Apple Tree). She has also 

performed in all Hebrew productions of Peter Pan (John) and Fiddler 

on the Roof at Camp Ramah and High School Musical (Sharpe) at Akiba 

Academy. Sarah also loves playing the piano, playing school sports and 

spending time with her friends and cousins. Sarah’s favorite musical is 

Wicked. Sarah would like to thank Naeaidria Callihan for all her help 

and guidance, and all of the production staff and her fellow actors for 

helping to make The Lion King JR. such a great show!

Emily Sices (Lioness/Grass) is 12 and in 6th grade. Her previous 

experience at the JCC was Tzeitel in Fiddler on the Roof JR., and she 

also performed in Beauty and the Beast and Emma at North Texas 

Performing Arts. She can’t wait to for Six the Musical to come to the 

U.S. and would like to thank all the directors and fellow actors who 

have made The Lion King JR. a success.

Lulu Madeleine Tan (Gazelle/Wildebeest/Bird Dancer) is 13 and in 7th 

grade at Episcopal School of Dallas. This is her first JPAS production. 

Lulu loves music and art, especially drawing. Lulu would like to thank 

everyone who has helped make The Lion King JR. a great show!

Jane Treadway (Zazu) is 13 and in 7th grade at Dealey International 

Academy. Jane has participated in StarQuest, Star Power, and past 

JPAS Productions including Fiddler on the Roof JR., Madagascar JR., 

Alice in Wonderland JR., and The Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ 

Edition. Jane loves to read, is obsessed with mythology (Greek, 

Roman, Norse, and Egyptian), and competes in equestrian hunter 

jumper competitions riding Buddy. Jane would like to thank the 

Hakuna cast, crew, and Ms. Alise, who have all worked so hard to make 

The Lion King JR. a successful show!

Joie Tucker (Lioness, Giraffe, Wildebeest, Grass) is 9 and in 4th grade 

at Akiba Academy. She has participated in the past JPAS and Akiba 

productions including Alice in Wonderland, The Wizard of Oz, Young 

Performers’ Edition and Snow White. In Joie’s spare time she enjoys 

being a part of the JCC Gems gymnastics team, dancing, and having 

sleepovers with friends.  

Hailey Velevis (Lioness/Grass) is 9 and in 3rd grade at Mitchell 

Elementary School. Her hobbies include playing the piano, art, 

singing, gardening with her Dad, cooking/baking and spending time 

with her family and friends. Hailey would like to thank her family and 

friends for being so supportive, and especially everyone involved in 

The Lion King JR. for their support and making this another incredible 

JPAS experience!

Tori Zimmermann (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 9 and in 3rd grade at Levine 

Academy.  This is her first production and she is very excited. Tori also 

plays basketball for Triumph and is an aspiring artist.

  

Alise Robinson, Producer & Director J Performing Arts Space

Alise has pioneered the performing arts program into one of Dallas’ 

top year-round educational and performance-based programs for 

children and teens. Alise Robinson brings more than twenty years of 

experience working with youth in a variety of facets. Her background 

includes producing children’s musical productions, coaching youth 

in personal development, mindfulness and empowerment, teaching 

preschool, creating award-winning toy lines and consumer goods, 

licensing children’s entertainment, and developing, managing 

and branding children’s intellectual properties. Among her 

accomplishments, JPAS was selected as “best theater classes for 

Creative Team

aspiring actors” in Dallas Child Magazine, Alise was named one of 

License! Magazine’s “top 40 under 40” licensing executives, she 

authored the children’s book series “Space Craze,” and has won 

more than 45 prestigious national toy design and production awards. 

Alise has also appeared on national and international television as a 

spokesperson for a variety of brands including ELLE magazine. The 

common thread throughout Alise’s career has been her dedication 

to make a positive impact on children’s lives. Her quest to combine 

her love of working with children together with her branding 

expertise, on-camera experience, and passion for theatre has led 

Alise to spearhead the J Performing Arts Space and to pioneer 

Camp StarQuest and Camp StarPower, the JCC’s musical theater and 

performing arts camps.

Larry Borero, Director

Larry Borero has been a professional dancer, choreographer, director, 

actor, singer, teacher and mentor for more than 20 years. He has 

a passion for teaching children the art of theater and providing 

youth of all ages the opportunity to grow, learn, create and believe 

in themselves. Born and raised in Southern California, Larry began 

his career working for the Walt Disney Company and performed in 

multiple stage shows, parades and commercials. His training with 

the Pacific Ballet Company ignited his passion for dance. Larry has 

directed and choreographed at theaters all over the Dallas-Fort 

Worth metroplex. Regional credits include Madagascar JR., The Little 

Mermaid JR., James and the Giant Peach JR., Honk JR., Forever Plaid, 

Bye Bye Birdie, the regional premiere of Billy Elliott, The Producers, The 

Great American Trailer Park Musical, Hairspray, Joseph and the Amazing 

Technicolor Dreamcoat, Funny Girl and more. Other credits include: 

School House Rock, The Wizard of Oz, Oliver, and It’s a Wonderful Life. 

Larry lives in Euless, Texas with his husband Blake and beautiful dog 

Lucy. He works on corporate strategies for Bank of America during the 

day and devotes his free time to enhancing children’s lives through 

theatre. He is a firm believer in former President Barack Obama’s 

quote, “The future belongs to young people with an education and 

the imagination to create.”

Joseph Lee Burnam, Music Director

Joseph Lee Burnam, has been blessed to work with the cast, crew 

and production team of JCC’s The Lion King JR.! Joseph has served 

as an actor, director, music director and more in the theater world 

for more than ten years. He holds his BFA in Theatre-Directing from 

Abilene Christian University and currently serves as a Technical 

Theatre Director in Rockwall ISD. Previously, he served as the Director 

of Performing Arts for Dallas Christian School in Mesquite. Joseph 

attends the Saturn Road Church of Christ where he volunteers as 

an elementary bible school teacher. He would like to thank God, his 

family, this amazing cast and crew. Enjoy the show and HAKUNA 

MATATA!

Rachel Smith, Choreographer

Rachel Smith is always excited to be back working with JPAS. She 

recently choreographed Catch Me if You Can, A Drowsy Chaperone, 

Curtains, Once Upon a Mattress, 21 Chump Street, Wizard of Oz, and a 

plethora of Jukebox Musicals. She has been  dance captain for other 

productions, including Footloose, Fiddler on the Roof, Willy Wonka, and 

Alice in Wonderland. She believes that not everyone must be a dancer 

to dance. So, relax, and enjoy the fabulous The Lion King JR.! 

Sakura Brunette, Costume Designer

Sakura Brunette hails from the land of moose, mounties and maple 

syrup. She has been costuming for 9 years. In 2015, she graduated 

from McMaster University with a BA in Art History and Theatre & 

Film. Shortly after graduating, she relocated to Texas. Her recent 

credits include Noises Off, Comedy of Tenors, Mamma Mia, Midsummer 

Night’s Dream, Little Shop of Horrors, Southern Exposure, and Move 

Over Mrs. Markham. Sakura would like to thank Alise, Larry, Linda 

and the production team for their continued support, it really takes 

a village! She’d like to thank the talented actors for their contagious 

enthusiasm and courage. Finally she’d like to thank her family for their 

love and patience, making this opportunity possible.

Bryan Douglas, Sound and Lighting Designer 

Bryan Douglas jubilantly joins this incredibly talented group. He 

has worked with several other theater companies in the DFW area, 

serving as technician, designer and actor. The hole of the world is a 

great, black pit until a designer comes along and makes it lit. Bryan 

graduated from Park University in 1998 and proudly served in the US 

Army Reserve (2002-2011).

 

Tianta Harrison, Stage Manager

Tianta Harrison has more than 25 years of theatrical experience both 

on and off stage, and she has been blessed to join the JPAS family 

for this beloved classic. She believes that getting to invest in young 

performers is extremely vital to our future because imagination and 

creativity can change the world. She currently works as a freelance 

performing artist, private voice teacher and box office manager at 

a local theatre. Tianta holds a Bachelor of General Studies degree 

from Texas Woman’s University and is currently working toward her 

teacher certification. She would like to thank you for supporting live 

theatre and being an advocate for the arts. Hakuna Matata! 

Dalton Glenn, Assistant Stage Manager

Dalton Glenn is a sophomore BFA acting student at Southern 

Methodist University. He has been acting since he was 7 and has been 

working with the JCC as an actor and ASM since January 2018. He 

loves working with JPAS, and hopes you enjoy the show!

Niquel Barnett, Production Assistant Intern

Niquel Barnett is delighted to be interning as a Production Assistant 

in her first production. She graduated with her BA in theatre 

performance from the University of North Texas in December 2018. 

She is an avid hiker and is currently in the matching process with Big 

Brothers Big Sisters. 



Amanda,
 

You never cease to amaze us with all that you do.
Congratulations on another wonderful show.

We are so very proud of you!

Love, 
Dad, Mom, Alex and Ben



Evan and Jonah, 
 

We are so proud of all the 
hard work you put into this 

production. Your dedication has 
paid off with three wonderful 
shows. Even better is your 

love for one another and being 
together. Keep reaching for the 

stars and doing great things!

Love, 
Mom. Dad and Rosalie

We 
are so 
proud 
of you!

Congratulations on your first show Vana!

With so much love, 
Mom, dad, Lucine and Nora

You give us so much PRIDE!
Love, Mommy and Daddy

Keep Keep 
reaching for 

those balls of gas 
burning billions 
of miles away!  

Congratulations to the 
entire Hakuna cast on a 

great performance.

Joey, Sammy and June,



Emerson, 
We are so proud  

of you!

Mom, Dad, Pierce, Sam, Rory & Sloopy
Love,

Congratulations to  

Sarah Schussler,  
our favorite villian! 

And the whole Lion King cast!

We are so proud of all of your hard work toward The 
Lion King, JR. and we are so happy for you that you 

have found such joy in preparing for this production. 
We support you in all your endeavors in life and we 
are there for you every step of the way. Break a leg! 

Love,
Mami, papi and victoria

Anna and sloane

Love, Mom and Dad

Congratulations  
Tatiana and friends!

There's more to see 
than can ever be seen.
More to do than can 

ever be done."



Rafiki .................................................................................................................................................................Nadia Fox

Mufasa .................................................................................................................................................Spencer Van Goor

Sarabi ......................................................................................................................................................... Eva Lemeshev

Zazu ...........................................................................................................................................................Jacob Gebhart

Scar ......................................................................................................................................................................Lila Levy

Young Simba .............................................................................................................................................. Rehan Menon

Young Nala ............................................................................................................................................ Lillian Harmeyer

Sarafina ......................................................................................................................................................Olivia Shapiro

Shenzi ........................................................................................................................................................... Grace Helms

Banzai ......................................................................................................................................................... Naomi Drazin

Ed ................................................................................................................................................................ Connor Miller

Timon ...........................................................................................................................................................Cooper Frank

Pumbaa ..................................................................................................................................... Margaret “Meg” Wilroy

Simba ..........................................................................................................................................................Asher Stanley

Nala ........................................................................................................................................................... Alyssa Dolman

Lionesess ................................................................Emma Hyde, Eliana Lemeshev, Taylor Ramo, Skylar Rosenberg,  
Natalie Rubin, Sia Sankaran, Evie Schwartz

Animals of the Pridelands .............. Alyssa Dolman, Naomi Drazin, Callie Drinkwater, Ellie Ehrlich, Sierra Fisher, 
Cooper Frank, Eliza Goldfarb, Aubrey Goodman, Fina Heeringa, Grace Helms, Emma Hyde, Sophie Kitner, 
Eliana Lemeshev, Connor Miller, Dylan Myhre, Taylor Ramo, Skylar Rosenberg, Natalie Rubin, Sam Rubin, 
Sophie Rubin, Arjun Sankaran, Sia Sankaran, Evie Schwartz, Johnny Sewak, Olivia Shapiro, Rahul Singhal, 

Asher Stanley, Margaret “Meg” Wilroy, Ruby Wolk, Sydney Wolk

Matata CAST OF CHARACTERS

Dinny!
We are so 

proud of you!

micah-man,
We are so proud of all the hard 

work you have put into your first 
musical, and we are very excited 

to watch you perform today.  
Watching you learn and grow 

brings us so much joy.  We love 
you very much! 

your biggest fans,

Mommy, Daddy and 
naomi

Keep spreading your wings 
and continuing to soar... 

WE ARE BEYOND  
PROUD OF YOU, 
 SWEET HAILEY!

WE LOVE YOU!

Your biggest  fans,
Mom, Dad and Jordan

I am Georgia, 
Hear me ROAR! 

We are so proud 
of our feisty and 

funny girl. 

Love always,
Mom, Dad and 

Vince!

love,
mom, dad & Cooper

While others 
search for 
what they 
can take, 

a true king 
searches for 
what they 
can give. 

- MUFASA



ACT 1 

Circle of Life with Nants’ Ingonyama ........................................................................................... Rafiki,  Ensemble

Grasslands Chant ........................................................................................................................................ Ensemble

The Lioness Hunt.............................................................................................................Lionesses, Gazelles, Rafiki

I Just Can’t Wait to Be King ............................................................... Young Simba, Young Nala, Zazu, Ensemble

Be Prepared ........................................................................................................... Scar, Shenzi, Banzai, Ed, Hyenas

They Live in You ................................................................................................... Mufasa, Young Simba, Ensemble

The Stampede.............................................................................................................................................. Ensemble

The Mourning ................................................................................. Sarabi, Young Nala, Rafiki, Lionesses, Hyenas

Intermission 

ACT 2 

Hakuna Matata ...........................................................................Timon, Pumbaa, Young Simba, Simba, Ensemble

Shadowland ........................................................................................................................... Nala, Lionesses, Rafiki

Can You Feel the Love Tonight  .............................................................. Timon, Pumbaa, Simba, Nala, Ensemble

He Lives in You ..................................................................................................... Rafiki, Simba, Mufasa, Ensemble

Luau Hawaiian Treat ...........................................................................................................Timon, Pumbaa, Hyenas

Finale .............................................................................................................................................................Company

MUSICAL NUMBERS Matata CAST BIOGRAPHIES
Alyssa Dolman (Nala/Elephant/Hyena/Grass) is 12 and in 6th grade at 

Frankford Middle School. She has participated in past JPAS productions 

including The Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition, Fiddler on the 

Roof JR. and Shrek JR. She had also attended Camp StarQuest where 

she was in Alice in Wonderland JR., Willy Wonka JR., and Madagascar 

JR. Alyssa loves performing, singing, dancing and acting. She also 

loves being surrounded by her family and friends. Alyssa would like to 

thank the JPAS staff, her family and friends for supporting her love of 

music and theater. 

Naomi Drazin (Bird/Banzai) is 10 and in 5th grade at Brentfield 

Elementary.  Her inaugural JPAS Production role was an oompaloompa 

in Willy Wonka JR.  She has joined JPAS on stage as Bielkle in Fiddler on 

the Roof JR,  the OId Lady and a foosah in Madagascar JR., a munchkin 

in Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition. and most recently as the 

Cheshire Cat in Alice in Wonderland. Naomi also loves ballet and has 

danced in The Nutcracker for four years. When she is not on stage, 

Naomi enjoys choreographing and entertaining. Naomi would like to 

thank the entire JPAS staff.  She hopes the entire Matata cast breaks 

a leg!

Callie Drinkwater (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 8 and in 2nd grade at Levine 

Academy. She first appeared in the play Trolls at the Plano Children’s 

Theater and this is her first JPAS production. Callie got a taste of 

Broadway watching Aladdin in Times Square three years ago and has 

been hooked ever since. She can be found singing, dancing and having 

fun 24 hours a day and has loved every second of her The Lion King JR. 

experience. Thanks to all who made it possible!

Ellie Ehrlich (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 8 and in 2nd grade at Levine 

Academy. She has previously participated in musical performances of 

Frozen, The Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition, and had a role in 

Harry Potter. She loves to read, sing, and spend time with her family 

and friends. Her favorite musical is Hamilton. Ellie would like to thank 

all of her family for their support, and she is happy to be a part of this 

JPAS production of The Lion King JR.

Sierra Fisher (Cheetah/Wildebeest/Hyena/Grass) is 9 and in 3rd 

grade at The Lamplighter School. She participated in last year’s JPAS 

production of The Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition, as well as 

both Sleeping Beauty and Pirates Past Noon at the JCC’s Camp Chai. 

Sierra also loves being a part of the Lamplighter Improv group, Funny 

Farmers, and playing soccer with the Kickin’ Chickens. Sierra is excited 

to be part of such an amazing ensemble cast in The Lion King JR.! 

Nadia Fox (Rafiki) is 11 and in 6th grade at Coppell Middle School 

North. Previous credits include Annie JR. (Annie), Wizard of Oz, Young 

Performers’ Edition (Lion), Willy Wonka JR. (Phineas Trout), Honk 

(Beaky), Honk! JR. (Bullfrog), and Cats (Rumpleteaser). In addition to 

being on the honor roll, she studies piano, tap, and jazz as well as vocal 

training. She is excited to perform with her JPAS friends and would 

like to thank her JPAS directors for believing in her and her parents for 

the opportunity to train in what she loves to do.

Cooper Frank (Timon/Bird) is 11 and in 5th grade at Levine Academy. 

He has participated in past JPAS productions including Shrek JR., 

and Seussical JR., Fiddler on The Roof JR., Madagascar JR., Wizard of 

Oz, Young Performers’ Edition and Alice in Wonderland JR. He has also 

participated in many other activities such as Show Choir at Levine 

Academy. Cooper also loves creating his own plays at home. His 

favorite musical is Hamilton. Cooper would like to thank Debbie Haas 

(voice and piano coach) for getting him ready for this role.

Jacob Gebhart (Zazu) is 11  and in 5th grade at Levine Academy. He 

has participated in the past JPAS production of The Wizard of Oz, 

Young Performers’ Edition. Jacob also loves attending the J Performing 

Arts' Camp StarQuest and has performed in Madagascar JR. and Alice 

in Wonderland JR.  His favorite musical is Grease. Jacob wants to thank 

everyone for making The Lion King JR. a fun and exciting production!

Eliza Goldfarb (Gazelle/Wildebeest/Bird Dancer) is 7 and in 1st grade 

at The Hockaday School. Eliza enjoys soccer, gymnastics and playing 

piano. She is thrilled to be in her first performance at the JCC as 

she loves to act and sing. Eliza is excited to work as a team to bring 

together a dynamic show.

Aubrey Goodman (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 7 and in 1st grade at 

Prestonwood Elementary School. This is his first JPAS production 

after taking JPAS JR. classes since preschool. Aubrey enjoys Cub 

Scouts, reading, Lego builds, and creating comics. His favorite musical 

is Aladdin. Aubrey would like to thank the entire The Lion King JR. cast 

and crew for showing him all aspects of a production. He is so excited 

to be part of this musical!

Lillian Harmeyer (Young Nala/Young Lioness) is 8 and in 2nd 

grade at Arthur Kramer Elementary. She appeared as The Mayor of 

Munchkinland in the JPAS production of The Wizard of Oz, Young 

Performers’ Edition, and has performed in JPAS Broadway Revues and 

in summer productions at the JCC’s Camp Chai. Recently Lillian saw 

her favorite musical, Cats, at Fair Park with the JPAS theater squad. 

Lillian would like to thank Alise, Linda, Skyler, and all at JPAS and The 

Lion King JR. casts for encouraging her love and enjoyment of musical 

theater.

Fina Heeringa (Cheetah/Grass/Hyena/Wildebeest/Jungle Dancer) is 

13 and in 7th grade at Greenhill School. This is her first time performing 

with JPAS, though she’s been in some school and camp productions. 

She enjoys drawing, basketball, and, of course, randomly breaking into 

song. She’d like to give her thanks to everyone who made the show 

possible.

Grace Helms (Shenzi/Bird) is 11 and in 4th grade at Greenhill School. 

She has participated in past JPAS productions including The Wizard of 

Oz, Young Performers’ Edition and Fiddler on the Roof JR. In addition 

to musical theater, Grace enjoys all things Harry Potter, reading, 

art, writing realistic fiction and horseback riding.  She also loves her 

summers in Michigan at Camp Walden. Grace would like to thank all 

her wonderful friends and family members who have come to support 

her in this show. 



Emma Hyde (Lioness/Grass) is 12 and in 6th grade at Mohawk 

Elementary. She has participated in JPAS' StarPower and StarQuest 

camps, and the Performing Arts Workshop and has performed in 

Disney Musical Revue, The Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition 

(Hunk, Munchkin Woman, Nikko, Oz Woman), and Alice in Wonderland 

JR., (Tweedle Dee). Emma loves dance and has taken ballet and jazz 

at the Amanda Dalton School of Dance where she performed in their 

recital. She also enjoys playing flute with the Richardson North Jr. High 

band, and swimming on the COR swim team. She spends her spare 

time making dance videos and entertaining her family and friends 

with ad-lib commentary. Emma would like to thank everyone who has 

made The Lion King JR. an awesome production! 

Sophie Kitner (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 7 and in 1st grade at Kramer 

Elementary. This is her first JPAS production. Sophie also enjoys 

participating in JCC Gymnastics and dancing with Dallas Ballet Center. 

Sophie would like to thank everyone who helped make her first JPAS 

production such a success!

Eliana Lemeshev (Lioness/Grass) is 12 and in 7th grade at Levine 

Academy. This is her first production, but she has been taking acting 

lessons for a year. In addition, she is in the Levine Academy Show Choir 

and dances hip-hop and musical theater at KJ dance studios. She is 

an avid musical fan and sees most of the shows in town. Her favorite 

musical is Wicked. Eliana would like to thank everyone involved in The 

Lion King JR. production for making her first show so much fun. 

Eva Lemeshev (Sarabi) is 15 and in 10th grade at Parish Episcopal 

School. She has been in three productions at Parish including starring 

as Robin Goodfellow (Puck) in A Midsummer’s Night Dream. She is also 

on the Parish swim team. She is an avid musical fan and sees most of 

the shows in town with her family. Her favorite musical is Hamilton. 

She wants to thank her family for their support and everyone at JPAS 

for helping make her first production at the JCC a success. 

Lila Levy (Scar) is 13 and in 7th grade at the Greenhill School. This is 

her first JCC production, but she has appeared in Guys and Dolls twice, 

once at the Dallas Conservatory and once at the French Woods Camp 

for Performing Arts. She also has participated in the French Woods’ 

production of Pajama Game. Lila loves to sing and dance and listens to 

the Broadway Channel whenever possible. In her spare time she rides 

horses and draws. Lila would like to thank everyone for making the 

production of The Lion King JR. an enormous success.

Rehan Menon (Young Simba) is 10 and in 4th grade at Greenhill School. 

He is very passionate about music and art. He is a member of the 

Greenhill Lower School Choir and has been taking piano lessons for 

the past six years. He has participated in many musical performances 

at school. He also loves swimming and is a member of a swim team. 

Rehan is excited to be part of his first JPAS production and he is 

looking forward to many more.

Connor Miller (Ed/Bird) is 7 and in 2nd grade at Moss Haven Elementary. 

This is his first production. Connor also loves playing soccer, baseball, 

basketball and participating in Destination Imagination. He also 

loves Harry Potter and Star Wars. His favorite musical is The Greatest 

Showman. Connor would like to thank everyone who has helped make 

The Lion King JR. a success!

Dylan Myhre (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 7 and in 1st grade at Good 

Shepherd Episcopal School. Dylan enjoys singing, drawing and building 

Legos. He would like to thank everyone who has supported him in this 

show.

Taylor Ramo (Lioness/Grass) is 9 and in 3rd grade at University Park 

Elementary School. She has performed in her school play The Granny 

Awards and participated in Camp Chai productions including Pirates 

Past Noon, Junie B. Jones the Musical JR., and Annie JR. Taylor is a fierce 

soccer player for the UP Panthers and takes gymnastics at Highland 

Park High School. Taylor is very grateful to all those who helped make 

The Lion King JR. a success. She is elated to be part of this amazing 

show!

Skylar Rosenberg (Lioness/Gazelle/Wildebeest/Bird Dancer/Buzzard

is 10 and in 5th grade at Levine Academy. In the past, she has 

performed in The Nutcracker Suite with Dallas Ballet Center and 

Scottsdale School of Ballet Center. She loves dance, art, and animals. 

She also plays basketball, volleyball and runs track. Skylar is very 

excited to be in her first musical with JPAS!

Natalie Rubin (Lioness/Bird Dancer/Grass) is 12 and in 7th grade at 

Levine Academy. Natalie is so excited to be back at JPAS for her third 

production. She enjoyed being a part of Seussical JR. and The Wizard 

of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition. Natalie has been in several shows 

at Genesis and Plano Children’s Theater including Trolls, Jack & The 

Beanstalk, Wicked, and Sleeping Beauty. In her free time, Natalie enjoys 

competitive cheerleading, show choir, and volleyball. Natalie and 

the Rubin family want to thank Alise & Linda for their patience and 

guidance.  We are proud to be a part of the J Performing Arts Space 

and all the amazing opportunities it has provided Natalie!

Sam Rubin (Monkey/Hyena/Wildebeest/Grass) is 14 and in 8th grade 

at The Shelton School. This is Sam’s fifth JPAS production. He has 

enjoyed his roles in Seussical JR., Shrek JR., Fiddler on the Roof JR., and 

The Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ Edition.  Sam feels at home being 

in JPAS productions, largely due to the amazing staff who embrace 

him and push him to be his best! In his free time, Sam enjoys video 

games and Boy Scouts.  Sam and the Rubin family want to thank Alise 

& Linda for their patience and guidance.  We are proud to be a part of 

the J Performing Arts Space and all the amazing opportunities it has 

provided Sam!

Sophie Rubin (Gazelle/Bird Dancer/Wildebeest) is 9 and in 4th 

grade at Levine Academy. Sophie is so excited to be in her very first 

performance at JPAS. Sophie has been in several shows at Genesis 

including Trolls and Beauty & the Beast. In her free time, Sophie 

enjoys competitive cheerleading, softball, and volleyball.  Sophie and 

the Rubin family want to thank Alise & Linda for their patience and 

guidance. We are proud to be a part of the J Performing Arts Space 

and all the amazing opportunities it has provided Sophie!

Arjun Sankaran (Zebra/Wildebeest) is 8 and in 2nd grade at Parish 

Episcopal School. This is Arjun’s third production (Dallas Children’s 

Theatre). Arjun loves Minecraft, soccer, basketball and he plays guitar.  

Her favorite movie is The Rise of Skywalker.  Arjun would like to thank 

everyone who has helped to make The Lion King JR. a terrific show!

)

Sia Sankaran (Lioness/Giraffe/Wildebeest/Grass) is 10 and in 5th 

grade at Parish Episcopal School. This is Sia’s first production. Sia 

also loves singing (has done multiple performances) and is trained in 

classical Indian dancing.  Her favorite movie is The Lion King.  Sia would 

like to thank everyone who has helped to make The Lion King JR. a 

terrific show!

Evie Schwartz (Lioness/Gazelle/Wildebeest/Bird Dancer/Buzzard) is 

11 and in 5th grade at the Akiba Academy School of Dallas. She has 

participated in past JPAS productions including The Wizard of Oz, 

Young Performers’ Edition and Musical Revues, Disney Classics. Evie 

is an accomplished piano player and loves to dance. Evie’s favorite 

musical is Aladdin. Evie is excited to be part of The Lion King JR. 

production and can’t wait to learn and grow from the experience! 

Johnny Sewak (Monkey/Wildebeest/Grass/Hyena) is 10 and in 5th 

grade at Greenhill School. When he isn’t participating in the JPAS 

productions (he was also Uncle Henry in The Wizard of Oz, Young 

Performers’ Edition), Johnny enjoys what life has to offer. He has a 

terrific attitude and sense of adventure that has even led him to 

learn the flying trapeze! On a normal day he plays golf, soccer, and 

Minecraft. He also enjoys the company of his two gerbils (Sneakers & 

Socks) and his tortoise, Henry. He is very excited to participate in his 

second theater production and sends a big thank you to the wonderful 

cast and staff for The Lion King JR.!

Olivia Shapiro (Sarafina/Grass) is 10 and in 5th grade at Hightower 

Elementary School.  She has participated in the past JPAS productions 

of Fiddler on The Roof JR. and The Wizard of Oz, Young Performers’ 

Edition. Olivia feels at home acting, singing, and dancing on stage.   She 

has made many friends through JPAS. Outside of theater, Olivia plays 

basketball, volleyball, and softball. In her downtime she enjoys making 

numerous Tik Toks with friends or insisting family members take part.  

She loves to perform any way she can. Thank you to JPAS for giving 

her an opportunity.

Rahul Singhal (Giraffe/Wildebeest/Grass) is 10 and in 5th grade at 

Great Hearts Irving School. He has participated in past productions 

including Narnia the Musical (Mr. Beaver) at RBR Muzik in Irving and in 

The Tempest (Trinculo) in 5th grade at school. Rahul also loves being 

on the school basketball and soccer teams and playing the piano.  His 

favorite musical is Narnia the Musical. He would like to thank everyone, 

especially his parents and brother Rohan for their love and support 

and to all that have helped make The Lion King JR. an amazing show!

Asher Stanley (Adult Simba/Elephant/Grass/Hyena) is 14 and in 8th 

grade at The Einstein School. Asher performed in two productions 

with Drama Kids International while in elementary school and has 

been in Kiss Me Kate, a production through school and Arsenic & Old 

Lace (Mr. Gibbs/Mr. Whitherspoon). At North Texas Performing Arts 

(NTPA), Asher has attended several break camps, volunteered with 

the tech crew for the recent production of Scrooge and assisted with 

the younger kids attending break camps at NTPA. Also, Asher has 

taken voice and dance lessons at NTPA. In school Asher is currently on 

the tech crew for the production of Into The Woods.

Spencer Van Goor (Mufasa) is 14 and in 8th grade at Parkhill Junior 

High. His previous acting experience includes JPAS’s Wizard of Oz, 

Young Performers’ Edition (Scarecrow) and Fiddler on the Roof JR. 

(Lazar Wolf) and JPAS’s Musical Revues, as well as various parts in his 

school’s theater program. Spencer’s other interests include playing 

the cello and guitar, diving with Dallas Metroplex Diving, and playing 

tennis on his junior high team. He has enjoyed every musical he’s seen 

so far, but his favorite is Les Misérables. Spencer would love to thank 

his directors, friends, and family for supporting him and the show!

Margaret “Meg” Wilroy (Pumbaa/Mouse) is 14 and in 8th grade at J.L. 

Long Middle School. This is Meg’s first production with JPAS. She has 

participated in her school’s productions, as well as Dallas Children’s 

Theater and Linden Grove Theater programs. Her favorite role was 

Mrs. Shears in The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night. Meg had 

the best time and made some awesome memories with this cast and 

hopes to do it again in the future. 

Ruby Wolk (Elephant/Grass/Wildebeest) is 7 and in 1st grade at Akiba 

Yavneh Academy school in Dallas. She participated in JPAS’s Broadway 

Musical Revue in Fall 2019. Ruby loves to sing, dance, and enjoys 

gymnastics. Ruby’s favorite musical is Frozen and she is excited to be 

part of The Lion King JR. production and can’t wait to learn and grow 

from this experience. 

Sydney Wolk (Elephant/Grass/Wildebeest) is 7 and in 1st grade at 

Akiba Yavneh Academy school in Dallas. She participated in JPAS’s 

Broadway Musical Revue in Fall 2019. Sydney loves to sing, dance, 

and enjoys gymnastics. Sydney’s favorite musical is Annie and she is 

excited to be part of The Lion King JR. production and can’t wait to 

learn and grow from this experience.

Alise Robinson, Producer & Director J Performing Arts Space

Alise has pioneered the performing arts program into one of Dallas’ 

top year-round educational and performance-based programs for 

children and teens. Alise Robinson brings more than twenty years of 

experience working with youth in a variety of facets. Her background 

includes producing children’s musical productions, coaching youth 

in personal development, mindfulness and empowerment, teaching 

preschool, creating award-winning toy lines and consumer goods, 

licensing children’s entertainment, and developing, managing 

and branding children’s intellectual properties. Among her 

accomplishments, JPAS was selected as “best theater classes for 

aspiring actors” in Dallas Child Magazine, Alise was named one of 

License! Magazine’s “top 40 under 40” licensing executives, she 

authored the children’s book series “Space Craze,” and has won 

more than 45 prestigious national toy design and production awards. 

Alise has also appeared on national and international television as a 

spokesperson for a variety of brands including ELLE magazine. The 

common thread throughout Alise’s career has been her dedication 

to make a positive impact on children’s lives. Her quest to combine 

her love of working with children together with her branding 

expertise, on-camera experience, and passion for theatre has led 

Alise to spearhead the J Performing Arts Space and to pioneer 

Camp StarQuest and Camp StarPower, the JCC’s musical theater and 

performing arts camps.

Creative Team



Love, 
Mom, Dad, Grant and Ella-Rose

Lila, Lila, 
 

Whether a little innocent cub or the 
villain Scar, we are so proud of you 

every step of the way.
Congratulations!

Linda Leonard, Director
Linda Leonard has directed at the JCC since 2000. This marks her 

91st show and The Lion King is one of her favorites. Linda has been 

a professional director, choreographer, teacher, actor (AEA,SAG/

AFTRA), singer and dancer for more than 45 years here in the 

metroplex in addition to NYC, Chicago, LA and abroad. Linda was 

in the Broadway national tour of Cats. She has also directed or 

choreographed for WaterTower Theatre, Stage West, Circle Theatre, 

Echo Theatre, CitiRep and Theatre Three to name a few in the Dallas-

Fort Worth area, and served as the Education Director for WaterTower 

Theatre (3 years), and is a professor at KD Conservatory. Her credits 

include award-winning roles such as Ann Richards (Critics Forum and 

Column Awards) and Aurora in The Kiss of The Spiderwoman (Leon 

Rabin, Column and Critics Forum Awards). Linda also has numerous 

credits in film and television and is represented by The Horne Agency 

in Dallas/LA, and directed a web series about autism, Saving Hope, 

which premiers in September 2020.  Linda is dedicated to the process 

of creativity and nurturing and empowering young artists in every 

aspect of the arts. She resides in Dallas with her talented husband, 

actor Bill Jenkins and her furry children, Lola and Mocha. She is 

grateful to Alise Robinson for all her wonderful work with JPAS.

 

Elizabeth Loyle Carr, Assistant Director
Elizabeth Carr is excited to be working with these great young actors 

and actresses and thrilled to be working with Linda Leonard again. 

Elizabeth graduated from The Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama 

with a MA in stage management.  She has worked on productions in 

California, Wales, Scotland, and England before moving to Dallas four 

years ago.

Ian Mead Moore, Music Director
Ian Mead Moore is a Dallas-based musician, actor, singer, and VO artist. 

Music Director: UTD, Theatre Three, GCT. Actor: Uptown Players, 

WaterTower Theatre, Lyric Stage, Imprint Theatreworks, Wingspan. 

Guitar Lurker: WaterTower, Ochre House, UNT, Junior Players. VO: 

lots of little voices and a couple big voices with FUNimation. Tunes: 

guitar, keyboards, and vocals with Sailing Neptune. Love to L. and A.

Skylar Duvall, Choreographer
Skylar Duvall is so proud to be back for her fourth year with JPAS! She 

is a graduate from KD Conservatory and is currently teaching dance 

at Dance Company of Wylie. “I feel so fortunate to get to work with, 

not only the amazing kids in our JPAS program, but also the incredibly 

talented staff. I’m so happy that I get to call my passion, my job.” 

Sakura Brunette, Costume Designer

Sakura Brunette hails from the land of moose, mounties and maple 

syrup. She has been costuming for 9 years. In 2015, she graduated 

from McMaster University with a BA in Art History and Theatre & 

Film. Shortly after graduating, she relocated to Texas. Her recent 

credits include Noises Off, Comedy of Tenors, Mamma Mia, Midsummer 

Night’s Dream, Little Shop of Horrors, Southern Exposure, and Move 

Over Mrs. Markham. Sakura would like to thank Alise, Larry, Linda 

and the production team for their continued support, it really takes 

a village! She’d like to thank the talented actors for their contagious 

enthusiasm and courage. Finally she’d like to thank her family for their 

love and patience, making this opportunity possible.

Bryan Douglas, Sound and Lighting Designer
Bryan Douglas jubilantly joins this incredibly talented group. He 

has worked with several other theater companies in the DFW area, 

serving as technician, designer and actor. The hole of the world is a 

great, black pit until a designer comes along and makes it lit. Bryan 

graduated from Park University in 1998 and proudly served in the US 

Army Reserve (2002-2011).

Osinachi Osuagwu, Stage Manager 
Osinachi Osuagwu has acted in multiple stage productions at UT 

Dallas, including Avenue Q, Urinetown, and The Government Inspector. 

She has also directed a one act, assistant directed Harvest at UTD, 

was a box office manager for The Classics Theatre Project’s The 

Cherry Orchard, and currently works at the box office for The Perot 

Museum of Nature and Science. She is excited to be stage managing 

for The Lion King JR. In her (limited) free time, she enjoys reading, 

embroidery, listening to music, writing, and freaking out about her 

future. She is grateful for the opportunity to work with such a great 

director, cast, and crew and she is looking forward to showing off 

everyone’s hard work.

Ruby Pullum, Assistant Stage Manager
Ruby Pullum has been seen in and teched for numerous shows 

including; Aida, Check Please, The Addams Family, Hairspray, Little 

Mermaid, and the regional premiere of The Residents of Craigslist. She 

would like to thank her sister and mother for always being a constant 

in this aspect of her life, Paris for always showing unwavering support 

towards her dreams and thank YOU for sharing this moment with her 

as well. Hakuna Matata!

Jared West, Rehearsal Accompanist
Jared West is excited to be part of his first show at JPAS. He has been 

both onstage as a performer and behind the scenes as a music director 

or pianist. Jared has recently appeared behind the keys for Ebenezer 

Scrooge at Pocket Sandwich Theatre and White Christmas, Aida and 

Gypsy at Firehouse Theatre. Onstage, he was most recently seen in 

A New Brain (Roger) at OhLook Theatre and A Man of No Importance 

(Sully O’Hara) at Brick Road Theatre. Other favorite roles are Ragtime 

(Younger Brother), Guys and Dolls (Sky Masterson) and Cabaret (Cliff). 

Love to his son, Alek, and to Kyle.

Niquel Barnett, Production Assistant Intern
Niquel Barnett is delighted to be interning as a Production Assistant 

in her first production. She graduated with her BA in theatre 

performance from the University of North Texas in December 2018. 

She is an avid hiker and is currently in the matching process with Big 

Brothers Big Sisters. 



We are so excited 
to see you three 
shine in your first 
JPAS production 

together!  

You three make us 
so proud!  

Break a leg and 
have fun!

Fina and LilaFina and Lila

Sam, Nat & Soph

Love,
Mom, Dad, Eli, Brody & Teddy

"Never forget 
who you want 

to become"
- shoto todoroki



 
Nadia, we love watching you monkey 
around on stage! Work hard, dream 

big, and remember who you are.   Love,
Mom and Dad

Love from mom, Dad, and Princess

Love, Mom and Dad

Aubrey, 
Mazel Tov on your first stage 

performance. We love when when 
you're "workin" on your ROAR!

LILLIAN,
Standing in the spotlight...

Reaching for the stars!

Love, Mom and Dad

Congratulations, Sophie and  
the Lion King cast and crew.

keep shining.

Go get em,
Ya zebra-wildebeest!

Papa wheels



Hakuna Matata Sia & Arjun!

Love,
Dad, Mom and your whole family

With love, your biggest fans
Mom, Dad and Hayden

Skylar,Skylar,
to all of our     amazing performers. We are 

so proud!  Keep shining bright!

Congratulations

TEAM

Congratulations on 
your first show! 

We are so proud of you 
and love you to the 

moon and back!
Love,

Mommy, Daddy & James

Connor

Alyssa,

Mom, Dad and Zach

WE ARE SO PROUD OF ALL YOUR 
HARD WORK AND DEDICATION. 

WE LOVE WATCHING YOU DO WHAT 
YOU LOVE.  

KEEP SHINING BRIGHT!!
Love,

We are so proud of you, Aubrey.
We believe in you, and know you will do great.

Love, Grammy J & Auntie J

BElieve in yourself and there 
will come a day when others 
have no choice but to believe 

with you. 

"Believe in yourself!"
- Mufasa

We are so incredibly 
proud of you for trying 

something new!  

We hope with all our 
hearts that every one of 
your dreams come true!

Spencer,
A true king searches for 

what he can give.
Always believe in yourself.

We are so proud of you!
Love, MOM and Dad

- MUFASA




